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Now introducing the freshmen class 
of  2016! Each school year, LSU Shreveport 
welcomes these freshmen who have decided 
that LSUS is the school for them. Why LSUS, 
though? What factors come into play when 
guiding freshmen in their selection?

According to student recruitment coor-
dinator Ashley Wood, there are many factors 
set in place to draw new students in. 

“One of  the biggest sell points is that 
LSU Shreveport offers the most affordable 
net price for public four-year institutions in 
the state of  Louisiana,” Wood said. “LSUS 
offers students an outstanding education at a 
competitive low cost. Our students are being 
taught in small class sizes by incredibly quali-

fied faculty members.” 
When looking for schools, this is one of  

the most important deciding factors that both 
parents and students take into consideration. 

“It was the best option around,” said Jar-
ed Redfearn, business, freshman. “I feel that 
it’s somewhere that will allow me to be outgo-
ing, have fun, attend in-depth classes, and just 
make the most of  it. Somewhere I can start 
new.” 

Along with price and size being one of  
the main reasons new students choose LSUS, 
the institution also offers a variety of  other in-
centives for incoming freshmen. 

“Beginning this fall semester in con-
junction with LSU, LSUS is now offering 
Petroleum Engineering and Construction 
Management. LSUS also offers guaranteed 
scholarships to first-time freshmen students 

who qualify,” Wood said. “From our National 
ranked NAIA Division Athletic teams to our 
over 70 clubs and organizations, LSUS is an 
exceptional university to attend and to experi-
ence college life.”   

Russell Antee, fine arts, freshman, 
agrees.

 “I came to LSUS primarily because it 
is a good place for art, meaning it has a great 
animated and visual effects program, but also 
because it offers me so much,” he said. “Com-
pared to high school it has structure and order, 
making it easier for me to focus on my school 
work and be more dedicated. Not to mention 
the teachers are more laid back. I love it! Other 
than just school, it has a lot of  choices of  ac-
tivities to participate in as well. I played soccer 
in high school, so I’m hoping to play soccer 
here as well.” 

“I’m in a news media class and my 
professor has us do our assignments on-
line to save paper,” he said.

Matt Kay, SGA senator at large, 
said the SGA is currently trying to ad-
vocate for recycling on campus and is in 
contact with Pratt Industries and other 
local recycling programs.

Mychael Grames, biochemistry, 
sophomore, said although he is not a re-
cycling enthusiast, he would at least like 
the opportunity to recycle on campus.

“Recycling does have its benefits,” 
Grames said.

Bloxom suggests that a student 
organization adopt recycling as part of  

their philanthropy. 
“We’ve gotten away from cans 

in our vending machine, so a need that 
would be there would be the recycling of  
plastic, which would be fairly easy to take 
on,” Bloxom said.

LSU Shreveport students 
will soon be seeing campaign signs 
popping up around campus. LSUS’s 
Student Government Association is 
holding a special election to fill five 
vacant senator seats.

Candidates gathered Friday 
in the SGA’s University Center of-
fice to go over campaign questions 
with SGA President Casey Thomas, 
psychology/criminal justice, senior. 
Thomas announced that 15 stu-
dents completed the intent-to-run 
forms and would be eligible for 
election. Attending candidates also 
received a schedule for the special 
election.

Thomas went over the cam-
paign rules outlined in the SGA 
constitution, such as no campaign-
ing in the classroom and no posters 
placed in building stairwells due to 
a fire code, as well as giving some 
advice to first-time candidates.

“During this fall, what I en-
courage all of  you to do is to get 
your name out there, especially 
if  you’re new on campus and not 
many people know you,” Thomas 
said. “Put up your signs, you can 
use your Facebook page, you can 
create a Facebook page just for this, 
just be aware and be sure to follow 
the election rules.”

Thomas also encouraged can-
didate questions to clarify any cam-
paign rules.

Afterwards, a few candidates 
spoke about what motivated them 
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LSUS Reaches Out to Incoming Freshmen

LSUS Recycling Gets Dumped

One of the last remaining recycling bins on LSU Shreveport’s campus is 
located in the University Center campus wide lab. The campus wide lab 
currently has a voluntary recycling program for paper products.
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Students at LSU Shreveport 
are losing the opportunity to re-
cycle due to budget cuts.

Don Bloxom, director of  
facility services, said that be-
fore budget cuts, LSUS recycled 
around 10 tons of  paper annually. 
After budget cuts, LSUS recycles 
virtually none.

According to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the 
recycling of  paper saves landfill 
space, reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions and reduces energy con-
sumption. Recycling one ton of  
paper saves 7,000 gallons of  wa-
ter and 3.3 cubic yards of  landfill 
space.  

But for LSUS budget cuts 
have reduced the number of  facil-
ity services staff  by almost half.

“When you’re faced with se-
vere budget shortages, you really 
have to prioritize what you do,” 
Bloxom said.

Instead of  spending the ex-
tra time and manpower to empty 
recycling receptacles, cleaning 
classrooms and restrooms has tak-
en priority.

“We’d love to do it [recycle], 

if  we could come up with the peo-
ple and the money, mostly people,” 
he said.

Although the sight of  re-
cycling bins on campus is sparse, 
the campus-wide lab still strives to 
recycle as much paper as possible.

Steven Natiello, former 
SGA president pro-tem, said the 
campus-wide lab has a voluntary 
recycling program for paper and 
cardboard products.

“Every once in a while, my-
self  or one of  the guys here will 
take the two blue bins we have and 
take them to the recycling bin,” 
Natiello said.

The recycling bin is provided 
by a private company that picks up 
the recyclables free of  charge to 
LSUS.

Natiello tried to expand the 
campus recycling program by ob-
taining a recycling bin to place out-
side of  the Port. However, in order 
to place the bin, it would have to 
be on top of  a concrete slab that 
meets regulations. The concrete 
slab would cost around $10,000.

“LSUS can’t spend the mon-
ey,” Natiello said.

Still, according to Natiello, 
despite the budget cuts, professors 
and faculty have been doing their 
own forms of  recycling. 
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GOT SOMETHING THE 
STUDENT BODY NEEDS 

TO HEAR ABOUT?
GET YOUR MESSAGE OUT 

BY EMAILING US AT 
ALMAGEST@LSUS.EDU
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on Facebook

LSU Shreveport is a university with an academic setting that is conducive to education for a range of students. The 
Almagest Student News has taken a closer look at the make up of our student body in this three part series.

Mychael Grames, biochemistry, sophomore, said he wishes 
students had the opportunity to recycle more on campus.

We’d love to do it [recycle], if we 
could come up with the people 
and the money, mostly people.‘‘

- Don Bloxom
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‘‘ I love the historical aspect of the play and the 
comedy that goes with it...I’m excited to be in 

this play and it’s a lot of fun.”

Features

Retractions

According to the Merri-
am-Webster Dictionary, 
a retraction is a public 
statement, either in print, 
or by verbal statement 
that is made to correct 
a previously made state-
ment that was incorrect, 
invalid, or in error. The 
intent of a public retrac-
tion is to correct any 
incorrect information.
The Almagest holds all 
rights if deemed nec-
essary to retract such 
statements made, 
and shall, at will.
Retraction notic-
es should be made 
by e-mail or phone.

Letters Policy

Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. However, the 
staff reserves the right 
to edit letters for clarity, 
length, and content. Any 
letter submitted by a club 
or organization must be 
signed by all members 
of the group or by the 
group’s president. Let-
ters should be e-mailed 
or submitted to the Al-
magest office, BH 344, 
by 5 p.m. on the Friday 
preceding the Thursday 
publication date. Please 
type the letter and in-
clude your classification 
and major. The Almagest 
reserves the right not to 
publish submitted ma-
terials. Obscene, libel-
ous and anonymous let-
ters will not be printed.

Editorial Policy

The information present-
ed in this publication by 
no means reflects the 
opinions of the adminis-
tration or staff of LSUS. 
The Almagest seeks to 
provide information for 
the LSUS campus and 
community; to involve stu-
dents, faculty and staff; 
and to provide a public fo-
rum for ideas as guaran-
teed in the First Amend-
ment of  the Constitution. 
Comments and com-
plaints are welcome and 
should be addressed to 
the editor. They must be 
accompanied by your full 
name and e-mail address.
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to get involved with the SGA.
“I just wanted to help students,” said Noah 

Elman, physical therapy, freshman.
Regina Simmons, general business, junior, 

echoed the sentiment.
“I’m always into running for a senate posi-

tion or just something to make a difference in the 
LSU system,” Simmons said. “There’s actually a 
few things I have noticed, like with the rules and 
saving students money that I definitely want to be 
a part of, so that I can be effective.” 

Fellow candidate Aubrie Boyle, general 
studies, senior, told a story that sounded a bit like 
political kismet.

“I actually have kind of  a funny story,” 
Boyle said. “I was thinking about running in the 
spring and then I didn’t do it and I was talking 
to my mom recently about how I wished I would 
have run. The next day, I got the email about the 
special elections, so I just had to do it!”

Thomas explained the need for special elec-
tions.

“Special elections are actually not very un-
usual for SGA, typically our regular elections are 
held in the spring,” Thomas said. “Typically, over 
the summer, you’ll see that several people either 
drop from the senate for going under hours – you 
have to be a full-time student to participate – or 

one of  our senators, for example, just found that 
he was over-committed to too many organiza-
tions. Our constitution says that we have to wait 
until four vacancies have opened before we can 
hold a special election.”

Thomas was also excited about the number 
of  candidates running for the five open positions.

“I’m thrilled,” Thomas said. “That’s actu-
ally what’s a bit unusual, that there’s fifteen people 
running for just these five spots…Usually, it’s just 
about even with the same number of  people run-
ning with how many spots are open.”

Voting will be held on MOODLE begin-
ning Oct. 8 and ending Oct. 12.

SGA cont.

LSUS Ponders “Who Killed the Constitution?”

The production “Who Killed the 
Constitution?” will run at LSU Shreveport’s 
Black Box Theatre Oct. 18 and 19.

The dates of  the production were set 
to coincide with the International Lincoln 
Association conference being held here on 
those dates. The association was founded to 
“foster and promote worldwide education 
about the life, values and works of  the six-
teenth president of  the United States.” 

Lincoln isn’t the only historical fig-
ure portrayed in the production; President 
Theodore Roosevelt and Sherlock Holmes 
are two of  the central characters in the show. 
The play explores the Constitution of  the 
United States throughout history leading up 
to modern day and challenges it’s relevance 
in today’s society. 

While the information presented is 
historical in nature, director and recent 
LSUS graduate Audra Caitlyn Moss assures 
that audiences will still be entertained.

“It’s very much a comedy like a dinner 
theatre who-done-it play but because of  its 
historical content it’s more educational than 
you’d expect,” said Moss. 

According to Moss, the 14-page script 
is not long enough to fill the time slot, so 
creative freedom was taken to make the pag-
es last more than 30 minutes of  stage time. 

“We’ve had to add our own stuff  with-

out taking away from the great story that is 
there, it’s been a challenge but I think it’s go-
ing to be great,” she said. 

The eight-person cast ranges from first 
time LSUS student actors to local profes-
sional actors, such as Rich Arnold.

“I was formerly a professor at LSUS 
and am something of  a history buff, so the 
play appeals to me,” said Arnold. “The play 
has historical value with some laughs and 
comedy thrown in. It has been a very long 
time since I was last in a play, but I like to 
perform. I’m glad to have the opportunity to 
be in this play after many years. 

Jane Ryder, who plays a typical turn of  
the century law professor during 1895 at Co-
lumbia Law University, is excited about the 
play as well. 

“I’m also a history buff,” said Ryder. 
“I love the historical aspect of  the play and 
the comedy that goes with it. I’ve been in a 
number of  plays prior to this one, one of  
which I won a Bravo award for best support-
ing actress. I’m excited to be in this play and 
it’s a lot of  fun.”

Moss, who has acted in numerous 
LSUS stage performances and directed for 
the camera in the past, will be directing for 
the stage for the first time and she is eager 
to introduce the show to the local audience. 

“Come see it! I really think everyone 
will enjoy it and have a really great time. It’s 
going to challenge what they know about the 
constitution and it’s going to be fun,” she 
said.

Joanna Kresge 
and Morgan Marshall

STAFF WRITERS

Jane Ryder and Demeria Johnson rehearse a scene from the 
play “Who Killed the Constitution?” in the Black Box Theatre, 
Tuesday. Ryder plays a typical turn-of-thecentury law profes-
sor at Columbia Law University, who is admonishing a student, 
Johnson, in the scene being rehearsed.
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‘‘

- Jane Ryder

Actors from the play “Who Killed the Constitution?” practice their lines during a rehearsal ses-
sion in the Black Box Theatre, Tuesday. The play will run Oct. 18 and 19; the show is free and 
open to the public.

Jane Ryder 
rehearses a 
scene with De-
meria Johnson. 
Ryder has been 
in numerous 
p r o d u c t i o n s 
and has been 
nominated for 
a Bravo award 
for Best Sup-
porting Ac-
tress.


